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Chapter 7

THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
OF FOooTBALL

Christian Bromberger

-

-
-,
-

Having first surfaced in the English public schools’ of the middle of the nine-
teenth century (and officially recognised since 1863),? the sport of football nat
only was born and nurtured in Europe, but also came to encapsulate the values
and contradictions of the European industrial societies that were its cradle.?
The massive expansion of modern sport, with its competitive calendars and
autonomous organisation, was inextricably linked to the emergence of ‘free
time’ and a ‘civilisation of leisure’ amongst the popular classes. It was in this
context of the late nincteenth and early twentieth centuries that a game which
was originaily played by the aristocratic elite spread rapidly in the new indus-
trial cities. In just 20 years, this sport would become one of the most promi-
nent symbols of British working-class culture with the same resonance as the
‘pub; “fish and chips’ and the “flat cap’ Football clubs sprang up from a variely
of sources such as the local parish (Aston Villa and Everton, for example) or
enterprises (West Ham and Arsenal) as part of a movement of social reform
designed to get young workers off the street or to prevent them from indulging
in less salubrious pastimes, while promoting a sense of solidarity.

A striking symbol of this swift popularisation of the sport was provided
by the victory of the working-class club of Blackburn Olympic over the aris-
tocratic Old Etonians in the FA Cup final of 1883, a competition first held in
1871. Once established as the people’s game, football would quickly come fo
represent a series of values very different from those of its initial promoters in
the public schools. The vatues of fair play, of an honourable defeat and of play-
ing for the pleasure of the game that were seen as fundamentat for an amateur

Notes for this chapter are located on page 139.
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122 | Christian Bromberger

own associations and competitions. The Fédération gymnique et sportive des
patronages de France was founded in 1903. A federation of sporting and mu::_w
nastic companions, it could claim having supported more ,r.wu 1,000 ﬁoo&m.
teams on the eve of the First World War. As for the Federazione mm__o associ-
azioni sportive cattoliche italiane (FASCI), the mmﬁ.mmqu:o: of ltalian ﬂ».#w___m
Sporling Associations, created in 1906, it could claim more adherents in 1
than its lay counterparts. Confronted by these successes, Gn lay associations
created their own organisations. In France, where the conflict was particularly
acute, an association of former pupils of the lay schools was formed and organ-
ised its own competitions. In the south-west of the country, state school teach-
ers embraced the sport of rugby, in opposition to the @23: «:mvozwa by the
local clergy. Religious factors played a significant role in towns or regions that
were divided on confessional lines. Thus, in Liverpool, the w_cmm of Everton
(Protestant) opposed the Reds of Liverpool {Catholics). The m.:._m_o: was even
more marked in Glasgow, where the Celtic Football O_cc.. which was founded
by a Marian brother and had the local archbishop as president, was supported
by Irish immigrants, who opposed their great rivals, the Rangers Awa_m.ms:a
and unionists), who still celebrate, through their songs and slogans, the victory
of William 111 of Orange over the papists in 1689-50.

‘The Theatralisation of Modern Society

The growth of leisure time and the desire to provide a structure for the activi-
ties of young people and workers in particular a:no.z_.wmma the %Em.ﬁ_ of moﬁw?w
ball, and the properties of the game itself, in tune with the <m_.=mm. of __wacm_:m
society, were powerful ingredients in this process of vovz_»:mmz.c:.. the suc-
cess of football was no doubt connected to a variety of nrmﬁnam.m:nm unique
to this competilive contact sport, It was possible 8.13 ..oo..w»: in the iﬁ.:_?
ing-class outfit of blue overalls or in town shoes, ina _u_.__u.“_n square or in .M
factory courtyard (unlike rugby, for example, which Tequires Jarge mammm
well-maintained grass), with two players or the regulation 11 {or more), with
a ball or a substitute for one. Tall or large, fat or thin, everyone can find a place
on the pitch (unlike basketball, where great height m....,. a real advantage), .

It could also be argued that football’s popularity is ?Eﬂma upon the visual
and dramatic gualities that the matches create. A maich is a mim&_mq event,
but one that is repetitive at the same time, noB_uEwE.m to the _u:_,_m_vu_ mo:m.w
of representation that have fascinated Western societies. The classic Q__om.w is
respected: a unity of place, of time {two halves of a.m minutes; &m length of :h_.n
traditionally associated with a play) and of action. The progression ofa match is
not jerky or interrupted (as with American football), aE..:.q..ama mm.ro@m ».:.5 time
of a story that Western societies traditionally prefer, with its um:cn.b of inertia,
its twists and turns, its pauses and dramatic moments. EmE.onm R.n.mn.oswa p._:..
bonne dimension (right dimension), which, according lo Aristotle in his Poetics,

Through the Looking Gluss of Feotbail | 123

was that of the tragic model, that is to say, ‘one that includes alt the events which
move individuals from sorrow to happiness or from happiness to sorrow’ But if
football has become "the most serious trifte in the werld’ (Bromberger 1998a),
it is because it condenses and plays out theatrically, in thegnanner of the true
illusion, the cardinal values of modern industrial societies.

As Alain Ehrenberg (1991) has indicated, the popularity of sports resides
in their capacity to represent the ideal of democratic societies by showing us,
through the actions of their heroes, ‘that anyone can become someoné, that sta-
tus is not acquired at birth but is gained through the course of our existence. if
Di Stefano, Kopa, Beckenbauer, Blokhine, Cruijff, Rumennige, Figo and Zidane
fascinate, it is, of course, because of the quality of their play, but also because
we know that they achieve glory through their own merit and not through the
accident of birth. It is revealing that sporting competitions took shape at the
points in European history when the democratic ideal had come to the fore — in
ancient Greece and in nineteenth-century England - and where social competi-
tion meant that the overturning of existing social hierarchies was conceivable.
It is unimaginable that in the Middle Ages serfs could participate in chivalric
tournaments. Football, on the other hand, exalts competition between equals. It
puts before our eyes and in our thoughts, in the most stark and realistic fashion,
both the fragility and ever-changing nature of callective and individual status,
symbolised by the substitutes on the touchline, the rise and falf of star players,
the promotion and relegation of teams, the rigorous rutes for classification.
These competitions could emerge only in societies that preached the ideal of
equality of opportunity, where the most lowly can become the leader. Such is
the figure of the champion, this invention of modern society.

Several aspects of the game symbolise the essential characteristics of the
industrial societies of which it was the product. On the pitch, to achieve suc-
cess it was necessary to combine collective planning (tactics), the division of
labour (a strict definition of independent tasks) and personat initiative. Each
position makes specific demands on the individual player - the strength of
a defender, who knows how to make himself respected; the endurance of a
midficld dynamo, the heart of the team; the skill of the winger, dribbling on a
pocket handkerchief; the organisational skills of a number 10, whose vision of
the game makes him the ‘leader’ of the team,

The club and the team were long thought of in rigidly hierarchical terms as
an enterprise in which the players were expected to submit, out of a spirit of
solidarity, to the directives of managers and owners. This paternalist discipli-
nary model was particularly notable in the case of large industrial companies
such as Peugeot, whose teams were expected to display the company’s esprit
de corps. The "Juventus style, invented by the legendary Eduardo Agnelli, was
symbolised by three s’ - simplicity, seriousness, sobriety. Agnelli thus defined
a style of play as well as that of a company. The same rigour was on dispiay at
Sochaux. According to the company newspaper of 1954: ‘{I]t is the respon-
sibility of the team to know intimately each player in order to place him in
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Europe was to organise their own national championships and to demand
admission to FIFA (Féderation Internationale de Football Association, the
world football governing body). The recent example of Yugoslavia reveals the
intensity of the emotions aroused by the game and the continuing association
with nationalist ideology. Some particularly grave incidents, involving rival
players and supporters of Dynamo Zagreb and Red Star Belgrade, were the
precursors of the impeding destruction of the federation. These confrontations
saw the emergence of an especially violent and bellicose individual, Zelijko
Raznatovic, known as Arkan, the teader of a group of supporters of Red Star
Belgrade. Together with his followers, he would subsequently found a Serbian
militia, the Tigers, during the Bosnian war. the militia was distinguished by
its atrocities and then by its mischief under the protection of the Serbian presi-
dent, Slobodan Milogevic, before Arkan’s death in obscure circumstances.

Football also offers a rich terrain for the expression of religious antagonisms.
Thus, in Belfast, Protestants support Lindfield and Glentoran, while Catholics
are fans of Celtic and of Cliftonville. The recruitment of players has long posed
a problem for clubs with a support base constructed on confessional lines. Thus,
in 1989, the Glasgow Rangers signed Maurice Johnston, their first Catholic
player in over 80 years, inaugurating a less seclarian era, even if unionist and
anti-papist slogans continue to be sung in the terraces. At Lindfield, the persist-
ent opposition to the presence of Catholic players was eventually thwarted by
the Irish National Committee, which exerted pressure on Coca-Cola, the US
sponsor of the Irish Football Association, which threatened to end its sponsor-
ship unless Lindfield changed its stance. The Irish example leads us to one of
the strangest and most significant episodes in the history of Buropean foot-
ball. ‘There have long been two national teams in Ireland, one based in Belfast,
which was created before the independence of Ireland (by treaty in 1921), the
other established in Dublin in 1921, The two federations {(the Irish Football
Association of Belfast and the Football Association of Ireland) both claimed
to represent Ireland. Two Ireland teams therefore competed in international
compelitions, and it was only during the 1970s that the confusion was resolved
with the appearance on the sporting scene of Northern Ireland.

Linguistic divisions are no less apparent within the world of football. This is
the case in Belgium in particular, where the major cities {which are bilingual)
and towns on the linguistic frontiers share their favours between Walloon
clubs, of which Standard Liége is the standard-bearer, and Flemish clubs, rep-
resented principally by FC Brugge (Bruges).

The legacy of history is also reflected through football. In numerous great
cities that have experienced crises and decline, such as Liverpool, Naples,
Marseilte, and are nostalgic for a grandeur that has passed, the local popula-
tion clutches with even greater fervour to leams that are seen as representing
their struggle. Each confrontation with a team that is reputed to be ‘cosseted’
is perceived as an opporlunity for revenge over the vagaries of fortune and
often as a means of expressing a rivalry between north and south, which is
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another powerful feature of the ‘mental map’ of Europe. Supporters of Naples
are accosted on their arrival in the northern stadiums with the cry ‘Benvenuti
in lalia’ (Welcome to Italy) or ‘Africani’ (Africans), while they reply afier a
victory with the chant ‘Milano, Torino, Verona, questa e I'ltalia? Meglio esere
africani!” (Milan, Turin, Verona, is that Italy? It’s better to be African!).

The various national religious and regional antagonisms that are such a
feature of European societies are therefore expressed in football, to which
are added the different legacies of sporting history. On such a canvas, the
establishment of various competitions (European Cup, Champions _.nm.m:m
Cup Winners Cup, European Nations Cup, etc.) has played an m_sEm:oE.
role. On the one hand, these competitions have helped to reinforce, even to
create, a sense of Europeanness by defining a common geographical space
including the East, with a circulation of common ideas and references Oz.
the other hand, they have created a forum for the expression of hostile mmu:-
ments between communities and the perpetuation of stereotypes. The genuine
fervour that surrounds these competitions underlines one of the major para-
.gox.om of the times: an a European scale, lifestyles are becoming increasingl
indistinguishable, yet the sense of belonging to a particular community SE:M
the whole is proclaimed with ever-greater intensity.

Styles and Identities

:. football consecrates through the colours that one supports different alle-
giances and loyalties, it indicates at the same time a variety of styles of pla
a geography of behaviour that is unique to each town, region or nation ,Hrww
style, which is perceived as a badge of common identification, is o:m.z far
wa_soém from the reality of the game that is actually played by the team; it is
5&.8& something of a myth or an ancient image that a community rov,_w to
see in itself and to project upon others. This is therefore less a matter of relatin
hew men play and live than a means of understanding how they like to Hmnoczm.
their team’s game (and their own existence).

From the 1920s onwards, every major team was conscious of the need
to emancipate itself from the British model of ‘kick and rush’ developing in
its stead a unique style that was rapidly perceived and commented upen, b
v.o% professionals and spectators, as an illustration of either local or :m:m:%ﬂ
virtues. The technical proficiency, clegance and precocity of the Austrian
5@%285. of 1928 to 1934, for example, was presented as an expression of
mm:osm_ virtues. During the 1930s, on the other hand, the Swiss national team
invented the defensive stralegy known as the verrou (bolt), which was inter-
13.& as that of a neutral state that was falling back on itself in the increas-
ingly threatening international context. Similarly, the Italian catenaccio, char-
acteristic of the Squadra Azzurra of both the 1930s and the early _wmow was
according to some observers, an ideal metaphor for the Italian way o.m E,n“
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where many of the workers in the company’s factories originate. .?3:@:0.5
its history, Olympique Marseille has also featured foreign stars amongst its
ranks with whom its supporters have strongly identified. Can we not see in this
practice the imprint of a history marked by important waves of migration, the
ideal image of a cosmopolitanism characteristic of the city? .

In short, until very recently, the team symbolised and R:g.ﬂ& .S:m_v_m.
through its playing style and composition, the real and imagined identity of ”r.m
community that it represented. We are now living through the swan song of ”.r_m
period. The Bosman ruling of 1995 (which in accordance with European Union
law forbade the existing practice of limiting the number of players from mem-
ber countries who could be played by a team) and the transformation of clubs
into private enterprises have changed the nature of the identification between
star players and the public. The players who, in the past, emerged from .::w
streets and who passed most of their careers with the same club (at the price,
it has to be said, of a one-sided contract) have been transforimed into shooting
stars subject to the forces of the market. This transformation has been spectacu-
lar in Spain, Italy and, above all, England, where more than half - even on occa-
ston all - of the players of major teams (Arsenal, Chelsea) are foreigners. The
English case is all the more surprising because up nntil the end of the 1970s,
foreign players were not recruited; in 1987, no more than 1.9 per cent of v_mﬁa
came from abroad, mainly from Holland, Norway and Denmark, together s.:._,
a handful from Yugoslavia, If today the fervour of support for the team is undi-
minished, as the crowds in the stadiums would seem to confirm, its nature has
gradually changed in significance: the celebration of a closed community has
been replaced by a galaxy of stars brought together under the same colours.

The Public and Football

Who are the stalwarts of the terraces, the fans of the football matches that are
today shown almost continually by so many television stations? One initial
characteristic of the public in football stadiums is its youth: 70 per cent of z..n
crowd, on average, is under 35. This youthfulness is, however, less marked in
two of the great footballing nations: England and ltaly. This youthful domi-
nance of football crowds is a recent phenomenon which can be seen through
a new placement of age groups within the stadium. The “youth’ .tm|~m years
old) gather on the slopes behind the goals that were once mmcnd in France the
poputlaires and that we could rename today the ‘juveniles. d:w emergence wm
this group of 15-25 year-olds and their attendant subculture isa n._,m_sﬂmzm:.n
of modern European societies, offering an example of how social change is
mirrored on the footballing stage. .

Contrary to what is commonly thought, this public is not mw:zsu:.&. by the
working class. Today, those sitting in the stands or in front of their television sets
are a diverse group, and throughout Europe there has been a rise in the numbers
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drawn from the middle classes, This movement, which has been developing
steadily over the last 30 years, is in direct contrast to that which occurred in
Victorian Britain, Until the 1880s, spectators of football matches were mainly
middle class before being replaced by skilled workers. Today, by contrast, the
public is diversifying socially from above rather than below. Should we therefore
conclude that football no longer constitutes a ‘popular’ spectacle? The answer is
probably no, These representatives of the middte classes are very often the sons
of workers. When compared with basketball, rugby, cricket, tennis or Formula
One racing, football has a much more popular base,

The gender base of football crowds has also been gradually modified. Surveys
conducted in the 1980s and early 1990s indicated a modest feminisation of the
football public (from 7 to 14 per cent, depending on the location). More recent
statistics demonstrate a significant increase in the number of female spectators:
they currently represent around 20 per cent of the total. if it is now possible to
meet many passionate women supporters in the stands, it is still rare to find
women who go to the game on their own. More often than not, they accom-
pany fathers, husbands, sons or boyfriends, and this commitment to the game
is termporary. It is during the period of adolescence that this type of leisure is
preferred. Young female fans are keen to take their places alongside their mate
friends in the stands behind the goals as part of a common rite of passage. Adult
women, on the other hand, especially housewives, are rarely seen at the match.
Only those wealthy enough to frequent the executive boxes are likely to attend
as part of what is essentially a social gathering. The recent refurbishment of
stadiums, the “Disneyfication’ of the spectacle and the willingness of clubs to
expel the rowdiest elements from the stands have permitted a feminisation to
take place and 2 more family-orientated public to participate. This change can
also be identified if we examine the behaviour of men and women during the
broadcast of matches on the television. The image of groups of men walching
the match together while drinking beer and eating pizza needs to be treated
with caution. According to a recent survey conducted in France, 62 per cent of
those watching football matches on television are men, 38 per cent are women
and in 35 per cent of the cases they watch the match as a couple. However, the
intensity of interest varies, with women being less likely to give their full atten-
tion to the action or to make commentaries on technical aspects of the game.

Football stadiums can also present a useful barometer of the extent to which
minority groups are integrated into the life of a city. The presence in the stands
of immigrants or ethnic minorities can be interpreted as a form of initiation
into local society and citizenship. Thus, in the stadium of Olympique Marseille,
the presence of young people of Arab descent is an indication of a process of
identification with the city. On the whole, however, football stadiums, where
a local sense of belonging is often pushed to extremes, are not particularly
welcoming to either newcomers or minorities. The stands resound, here and
there, with anti-Semitic slogans, in particular at clubs such as Toltenham (in
London), Ajax (in Amsterdam), Austria (in Vienna) and MTK {(in Budapest)
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ltaly}, the terraces in England, the sides in Belgium and Holland - which En.v_
consider to be their own, That said, neither their social background nor their
behaviour or political orientation allows us to create a protolypal portrait of
these young supporters. .

Sociolegically, what is there in common between British :oc__wwn.; n.p.rm
young men of the ‘rough working class’ from depressed former industrial cities
- and the Jtalian, Spanish and French ultras who are recruited from across the
social spectrum? Several surveys have demonstrated that these young ultras
are ordinary young people. Even amongst the British hooligans, it is difficuilt to
see the link between the skinheads of the 1970s, from the poorest neighbour-
hoods of the East End, and the ‘casuals, who are older and better off, dressed in
the latest fashions, infiltrating the stands to launch sudden sophisticated out-
bursts of violence. With so many national and local variations, even amongst
those supporting the same team, the social profile of the violent young sup-
porters cannol be reduced to a single portrait. At most, it is possible to n_m_._:
that the social origin of these zealous fans is more diversified in the Latin
countries than those of Northern Furape, where a working-class identity in
crisis continues to reject the prospect of ‘embourgecisement’ (trend towards a
middle-class outlook) proposed from above,

The behaviour of these militant supporters also varies considerably. In the
majority of cases, support for a team and animosity towards an opponent
are expressed through a series of highly codified and n::m:wmg.asa which
only occasionally degenerate into out-and-out violence in a specific context of
the game (incidents in the match or the cutcome of a decisive mm.:.&. ..:E%
sporadic outbursts contrast sharply with the premeditated pursuit of violent
confrontations either within the stadium or in the surrounding area, where
the sporting context is only a pretext for condlict, Thus, in Germany, it is pos-
sible to make a clear distinction between young fans, who passionately support
their team, and ‘hools} who are in search of a fight, even at matches where their
own team is not playing. These forms of gratuitous violence, whose connec-
tion to the natural partisanships of sporting confrontation is only tangential,
developed strongly during the 1980s in the northern hotbeds of football, but
also in the Latin couniries, notably Italy.

Given the diversity of their social origins and modes of behaviour, can these
groups of football extremists share the same ideology? Xenophobic chants,
shaved heads and fascist salutes would appear to suggest that the stands have been
infiltrated by the extreme-right. An aggressive, often hatefl presence cannot be
denied: the ultras, followers of Real Madrid, were nostalgic for francoisme, while
the skinheads, supporters of East End clubs, attacked the cosmaopolitan hippie
culture with an exaltation of old community values and hatred of foreigners.
In Belgium, Holland, Germany, ltaly (especially Lazio of Roma}, man.nn and
France (notably Paris}, numerous groups of young fans proclaim racist and
anti-Semitic sentiments. They have discovered, on the terraces of the stands,
one of the rare public spaces for the expression of ‘values’ that are not tolerated

Through the Looking Glass of Football | 135

in society at large. Yet these highly visible and noisy demonstrations can hide
much more complex, fluid and ambiguous patterns of behaviour, We can, for
example, draw attention to the great variety of ideological claims associated
with these ultras: the promotion or defence of a local and regionat identity (as
in Barcelona, Marseille or Naples), and even the leftist or extreme left-wing
protest (the use of the term “ultras’ is born out of the 1968 social movement).
Itis also important to note that these affiliations, political slogans and gestures
are often specific to the context of a football match. Such aggressive symbols
are brandished with the aim of provoking or intimidating rival supporters
rather than promoting an ideology. In other words, these young supporters are
using politics as much as they are being used by politicians, with the excep-
tion of the cases cited above of those whose actions are given brutal expression
outside the confines of the stadium. So if neither social deprivation nor politi-
cal ideology can explain the behaviour of these extreme football fans, where
should we look for an explanation?

The ultras claim, first of all, the right to be considered as actors and not simply
spectators or consumers. They reject the status of consumer which is promoted
with ever-greater vigour by the clubs and the football federations, whose motto
might best be described as ‘Pay up, sit down and behave yourself’ In contrast,
these supporters assert through their actions a right to act and react. They are
also motivated by a burning desire for recognition: to be seen, they are eager to
show off and have to show off, to borrow the apt definition of Alain Ehrenberg
(1986), which is at the base of this juvenile subculture. Moreover, these young
enthusiasts, with their scarves and banners displaying their names, colours and
affiliation, celebrate their own group as much as they do their favourite team,
if not more so. Like all enthusiasts, they are tireless collectors, but they cher-
ish press cuttings illustrating their own presence and exploits above all other
documents. To be seen, recognised and identified - even through the medium
of violence - is the ultimate accolade for this sort of supporter, which goes
against the conventional frontiers of representation. Rather than being invisible
and anonymous figures watching the exploits of stars, they have succeeded in
attracting the attention of the media, in winning the badge of celebrity.

These common characteristics - a passion for football and a particular club, a
sense of local pride, the search for excitement and strong emotions, and a desire
to demonstrate virility, to do something to be recognised and to conquer the
most visible space in the stands - take diverse forms. Such aggressive groups
are looking above all for the maximum amount of excitement through violent
clashes. Fights take place less often now within stadiums, which are increasingly
closely policed; trouble mainly occurs outside in railway stations and on trains
or other forms of public transport, where the firms’ or ‘crews’ have come to the
fore in England, Holland and Germany, as well as ininternational matches staged
in Europe. The majority of groups of young supporters, especially in the Latin
countries, have an alternative structure and have been transformed over the
years into small businesses with their own employees and often sophisticated
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shaped like a chalice, which are sacred after being filled with wine, and atii-
tudes of devotion - half-serious, half-parody {in relation to the star players)
— testify to the affinities between a big match and a religious ritual. We need
only to recall the Maradona mania of the Neapolitans, the ‘canonisation’ of the
star during the celebrations of the Scudetto {the badge symbolising the title of
champion of ltaly) of 1987 and his transformation into Saint Gennarmando,
a cross between the patron saint of the city and that of the star. We could also
invoke the pious example of the most devoted supporters who have trans-
formed their homes into a kind of domestic altar, where photographs of play-
ers and team emblems take the place of relics.

Whatever the individual nuances, all of these attitudes bear witness to a
form of minor religiosity which borrows from the model of conventional
devotion and varies in intensity from one set of fans to the next. There exists
in the stadium, as in the church, a scale of devotion, from the fanalics ready to
employ violence and to risk their lives if their clubs are put in jeopardy to the
occasional sapporter whose fervour is only lukewarm.® Some go to the match
as if to a mass; others assist at a religious ceremony as if it was a spectacle. But
what is actually being celebrated? In contrast to the great religious festivals,
big football matches offer no answers to the key existential questions of where
we have come from and where we are going. But they do consecrate and thea-
tralise in a form of dramatic fiction the basic values that shape our societies:
individual merit and collective solidarity, competition and performance - the
kind of classification that is esteemed in societies obsessed with exam results.
Sportsmen have thus become the heroes of our time, a cross between stars
and saints, the incarnation of contemporary ideals at the head of which is that
of physical perfection. Is it not noteworthy that the fashion model-footbatler
couple is the pinnacle of the imagination of popular culture?

As we have seen, the different competitions also exalt different allegiances
and territorial loyalties, something that is recalled by national anthems and
by the flags unfurled on the terraces, They provide a means for a fragmented
society to attest to and to reaffirm a sense of continuity and collectivism that
is missing from the daily lives of many. The football match illustrates that the
gravity of a great ritual, as in a religious ceremony, is never far from derision:
tragedy mixes with comedy (there is plenty of laughter in the stands), belief
with scepticism, membership with distance, the moral and collective obliga-
tion to support one€’s side with the individual desire to have a good time.

'The people’s game appears today as a form of hybrid, balanced between rit-
ual and spectacle, between ceremony and entertainment, between the fervour
of a believer and the leisure pursuit of a consumer, between passion and the
market, with its contracts and its intermediaries. Neither a simple show nor a
recognised ritual, it constitutes a new genre, a reflection of the contradictions
of our times.

- Translated from the French by pulian Swann
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Notes

- For a British perspective on French football, see Dauncey and Hare (1999) and

Dine (2000).

This js the date of the creation of the English Football Association and the begin-

ning of the standardisation of the rules of the game.

- For an introduction on nation and sports, see the following publications: Blain,
Boyle and Donnell (1993), Bromberger {1994, 1995, 1998b, 2005), Duke and
Crolley (£996) and Holt (1996).

+ See the text of the Fédération sportive du travail, quoted by Wahl {1989: 193),

- For works done on the media and sports, see Rowe, McKoy and Miller (1998),
Wenner (1998), Rowe (1999) and Crolley and Hand {2002),

6. See also the works of Brown (1998), Colomé (1998) and Connelly (2000).
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