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Entering the Field

28.

29.

Frisked rudely or even violently, they are free to go as soon as
they state that they are professional football players. See Folha
de Sdo Paulo, 14 January 1996.

Pelé who has recently been preoccupied, as Minister of
Sports, in promoting sports and football in working-class
neighbourhoods, has also been concerned by colour discrim-
ination and racial inequalities. As he got back in touch with
his ethnic origins he declared his desire to know the meaning
of the nickname he didn't initially like. An intellectual of the
black movement informed by newspaper that in yorubd
language it would be ‘rapid boy’. Another one disagreed with
this meaning, but despite the mysteries of lost meanings, Pelé
is now unequivocally associated with his person and his social
biography.

Lever (1983) grasped the beginning of the changes in the
.cheering sections in the 1970s. In Brazil, it would be important
to perform in-depth and focused ethnographic studies such
as those done by Bromberger et al. (1995) in Marseilles, Turin
and Naples.

Chapter 4

The Importance of Difference: Football
Identities in Italy

“Rocco De Biasi and Pierre Lanfranchi

-Although the importance of football in Italian society is unques-
tionable, the interest of social scientists in the game is scarce, and
over-focused on events related to violence and hooliganism. In
fact, although the football industry is one of the most important
.economic sections in Italy, even this financial issue is ignored by
academics.! In his two-volume monograph of post-war Italy the
English historian, Paul Ginsborg (1989), did not have a single word
1o say about football. Perhaps his problem was one stated by the
Brazilian sociologist, Roberto da Matta (1982), who noted how the
presence of the game is so rooted in Latin societies that some
-analysts have difficulties seeing its implications. Finding reference
to the game over the past fifty years in works that describe the
transformation of Italy from a rural to an urbanized society is
nearly impossible. Even in the 1990s historians and social scientists
are reluctant to include passions for both football and Totecalcie
(the Italian ‘football pools’) in their analysis of the country.

In the opinions of journalist Oliviero Beha and sociologist Franco
Ferrarotti, ‘Italy is a Republic based on Football’.2 This definition
is applicable and relevant but also paradoxical. The fact that the
Htalian football industry is the biggest in Europe could lead to
- excessive emphasis being given to the notion of Italian fans as

‘consumers’ in @ manipulated form of consumption. Three national
- -daily sports newspapers® offer Italian football fans not only news,
“but abstract and complex reflections upon matches and sur-
- rounding events. The Italian football spectator is thus often a sort
of ‘theorist’ on his favourite sport, equipped with a sophisticated
lexicon, exercised at a high level of abstraction. This fanatical
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90 Entering the Field

Internal Differences, Unequal Partners

Since the creation of the Italian national championship in 1929,
football clubs have been classified into three unequal categories:
le grande (the big clubs), le provinciali (the small provincial clubs)
and the others. The big clubs are the two sides of Milan (Inter and
AC) and Juventus of Turin, At the start of each season they are all
the favourites to win the championship. Having more money than
the rest, they can buy the best players. They are favoured by
referees; they are influential in the football federation and in
political circles. More than any other club, Juventus exemplifies
this category, being part of the Agnelli empire which owns FIAT.
The club recruits supporters from all regions of the country, and
is a symbol of immigration from the South to Turin to work in the
car factories. After winning the league in 1982 following a long
battle with Fiorentina, the latter’s supporters claimed the victory
had been unfair: Juventus had received too much help from the
football federation and referees. Offensive slogans appeared on
Florentine city walls, declaring ‘Better second than bent’ or, more
famously, ‘i Juve is magic then Cicciolina® is a virgin’. Over a
decade later, this strong anti-Juventus sentiment retains the same
power and vitality.

This hierarchy within Italian football has changed little over
time. Some clubs, such as Fiorentina, Roma ot Napoli, have
managed for a few years to compete at the highest level, but le
grande quickly re-establish their supremacy. Only two clubs, Inter
and juventus, have never been relegated in the 66-year-old history
of Italy’s first division, Seric A. The second category of clubs, le
provinciali, will never win the League. As they compete for a place
in the UEFA Cup, their managers usually state that staying in the
top division is like winning the title for them. From Atalanta,
Ascoli, Udinese to Catania or Vicenza, these teams are obliged to
sell their best players and successful managers to the bigger clubs
every season, and benefit only from their local support.

The third category, the others, is more complex. Fiorentina,
Napoli, Roma, Lazio, Sampdoria, Genoa, Bologna and Torino make
up this group. They enjoy plentiful popular support all over the
nation, have big stadiums and have each won the league title at
least once. Genoa and Torino are considered to be ‘the big
dismissed’ (le grande decadute); they enjoy a large but rather
resigned support. In the 1920s, Genoa was Htaly’s major club but
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never really adapted to professionalism. Torino’s history is more
tragic. In May 1949 all the players and staff were killed in a plane
crash over the church of Superga, north of the city. They had won
the last three league championships and had in Valentino Mazzola
the captain of the ltalian national side. Unlike Manchester United,
sportingly they never recovered from this disaster. In 1967, Gigi
Meroni, their most talented player, was killed by a car when
crossing a Turin street, only three hours after playing his last match
for the club. He was only twenty-four (see dalla Chiesa 1995).

All these ‘other’ clubs have experienced high points followed
by major crises, and do not wear the exclusive gold star on their
shirts (the symbol of ten league titles). They can keep their best
players, like Antognoni (Fiorentina), Mancini (Sampdoria), Bruno
Conti and Falcio (Roma), but are often not able to compete with
le grande in the Calcio-mercato (football supermarket) held every
summer in a big Milan hotel. Here, the ethics of competition are
diamefrically opposed to the American model. Every year, as
always, the most expensive players on the market go to the best
professional clubs. Such a lack of flexible mobility on the football
scene is comparable to other Latin countries, such as Spain,
Portugal or Greece, and reproduces in the sporting sphere the very
idea of power and local or regional oppositions. Football is not
open to big surprises.

In Italy, the aphorism that football is more than a game is
especially true. In addition to the ubiquitous football media, the
game’s words and terms are major vectors in political and economic
discourses. The former prime minister, Giulio Andreotti, a long-
standing and influential Roma supporter, used to say that he never
liked to sit on the bench. One of the major questions asked in the
press during the last decade was, ‘Is the Italian economy relegated
to Serie B’ In recent years, this link has been emphasized by Silvio
Berlusconi, first when he used football to develop his private
television network in 1981, then upon becoming chairman of AC
Milan in 1986, and then in his use of a football slogan to christen
his political party as Forza Italia! (Come on Italy!) in 1993. Radio
and the Sunday afternoon transmission I calcio minuto per minuto
play an important role in this liturgy. In the stadium, the majority
of supporters bring a radio to learn of developments at other
matches; in the cities, people everywhere listen to the voice of Sandro
Ciotti to suffer with their team, and to know if they have won the
Totocalcio. A Sunday afternoon may well change your life . . .
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94 Entering the Field

Che Guevara on the flags of Pisa supporters, the political aspect
has been manipulated to such an extent that it has become only a

generic symbol (Dal Lago 1991).

The Cultural Dimension of Italian Football: Politics and
Social Research

As noted at the outset of this chapter, it is only recently in ltaly’s
post-war history that social scientists have come to appreciate the
significance of football in Italian society. It was not until the 1970s
that historians first dealt seriously with football, specifically
through their political interest in fascism. Even here, they were
concerned with applying previous work on Nazi Germany to
Mussolini’s regirne, focusing almost exclusively on institutions and
propaganda (Fabrizi 1973). The first innovative work appeared
about ten years ago. Stefano Pivato, who worked initially on
popular catholicism at the start of the twentieth century, dedicate.d
a book to the myth of Gino Bartali (Pivato 1987, 1996). In his
following work, he emphasized the importance of popular
catholicism as a catalyst in the development of a rural sporting
tradition. Cycling and football benefitted from the favours of the
public and the local clergy. The biographies of players have
reflected this rural tradition in Italian football. Ezio Pascutti,
Bologna’s forward in the 1960s, embodied this tradition, coming
from a village of 450 inhabitants in Frioul which offered no future
except through emigration to America (Fiori 1996). Football was a
working-class game, belonging to the rural working class that
emigrated en masse to the major cities of the north (such as Milan,
Genoa and Turin), bringing with them rural values and catholic
faith. If historians did not pay much attention to football’s
symbolization of changes in Italy, this theme was developed by
political scientists particularly with the growth of the post-1990's
Berlusconi phenomenon, though political involvement in football
had a longer history. During the Fascist period, football assumed
extraordinary importance. Giuseppe Meazza, captain of the
national team in the 1930s, was called il Ballila, the young soldier
of the regime. As Soldati (1964) records in his book Le due citla,
‘Juventus was a serious matter, it was, maybe, at that time the
most serious in life. We could not dedicate ourselves to politics
anymore, we were not allowed to think anymore, and it seemed
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there was no hope Fascism could end.’

Biographies and studies describing the creation of sporting
legends, like Maradona in Naples (Dini 1994), are essential to
understand the cultural changes of the nation. Interestingly
enough, the journal Ossitnori, published by the Italian association
of anthropologists, devoted its first issue to football in 1992. The
influence of Christian Bromberger played an essential role in this
choice but, as the editorial said, football passion may be considered
as a legitimate and accurate object, through which the impact of
modernity on rural society may be identified. Additionally,
political association and supporter organization have direct
connections. In the case of Naples, the journalist Antonio Ghirelli,
whose history of Italian football is still the most valuable contrib-
ution to the field, wrote: "People from Naples who emigrated to
the North feel their football support as a transfer . . .. They give
to football matches a sense of their lives; it is a link with their
origins, but also a way to fight against under-development’
(Ghireili 1978).

Participating in football remains the best way to express a form
of genuine normality. Politicians and judges form their national
team for charity matches in order to enhance their popularity. To
name more famous cases of the football-politics connection, Gianni
Rivera, football idol of the 1960s, has been a Christian Democrat
MP for the past fifteen years; Giampiero Boniperti, former star
then chairman of Juventus, is an MEP for Forza Italia!; the young
Massimo Mauro, former Juventus and Naples midfielder, is
representing the left-wing Olive Tree coalition, in the newly elected
parliament. We doubt that any other Western democracy ever had
such a large sporting tradition in politics. Artists are not absent
from this ‘footballization” of society. A book compiling all the
publications of Pasolini, the writer and movie director, regarding
football has been recently published and in the debate regarding
Maradona some years ago, major cultural figures like Carmelo
Bene expressed their opinion.

The Rituals and Differences of the Lilfras

In order to analyse the relationship between politics and football
in Italy more fully, we can consider the most discussed pheno-
menon linked to the game: spectator violence. This is an important
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98 Entering the Field

alluded to political extremism or terrorism and, crucially as police
control increased inside the grounds, hooligans moved their
confrontations outside it. Between 1983 and 1984 the frequency of
violence increased, and the second generation of uftras arrived.
Other small ultras groups were formed by gangs of punks and
skinheads. There is now, in the 1990s, a fragmentation of wultras
groups, and this organizational weakening makes their infiltration
by extreme right-wing elements easier. .

Roversi's description, summarized above, gives us some useftfl
information about the birth and transformation of wltras, but his
focus is mainly on the degeneration of supporter behaviour, and
neglects other important aspects of the cultt{re anfi form of
organized supporters. We do not think that this is a mlstfsake, !Jut
rather an issue of approach and our research, like other soc1'ol.og1cal
and anthropological studies, is more focused on the ulfras’ rituals,
symbols and culture (Dal Lago 1990; Bromberger 1‘.)95.a). Moreover,
the question of Italian ultras’ ‘assimilation and imitation _of fh‘e
forms of the British hooligan style of support and aggression’ is
misleading. British supporter culture has been influential, but it
has not been a case of mere imitation. Compared with the Bnt'nsh
terrace model, the Italian ultras show at least two elements which
are absent inside the British ends: the more sophisticated ch.or.eo—
graphy of the curva and a strongly structured form of association
among ultras. As Roversi (1992: 42) himself later argufd, the ultras
phenomenon represents ‘an original “ltalian way” of football

hooliganism".¢

Rituals, Violence and the Ultras

It is appropriate to consider what actually goes on during a f?otbali
match: describing these collective rituals is part of a ‘frame
analysis’ (Goffman 1974) of the match event, wnthmr tl'\e overall
ecology of the stadium.” Roversi argues that the ultras’ rituals and
expre-ssive behaviour are part of the phenqmenon of football
hooliganism. By contrast, the anthropologists Dal Lago z?nd
Bromberger look at ultras’ culture from a different perspective.
According to Roversi, their chants and choruses (whlch.he terms
their ‘autonomous modulation’) intimate a lack of attention to the
match itself: ultras prefer to celebrate themselves inste.ad Qf the
match. According to Dal Lago (1990), however, the collective rituals
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are linked to the match event. From this point of view, there is not
necessarily a link between supporters’ collective rituals and
hooliganism. Since the dominant metaphor of uftra culture is war,
Dal Lago argues that we can understand what takes place inside
Italian stadiums every Sunday by introducing the political con-
cept of “opposition between friends and foes’ (Schmidt 1927) to
the realm of football. Dal Lago’s approach is based on three

. . assumptions:

1. As a teatn sport (sport di squadra) which allows identification
with particular symbols (beyond specific loyalties), football
splits the supporters’ world into friends and foes. This splitcan,
under some circumstances, according to predictable and
ritualized forms, transform itself into physical fighting.

2. A football match is not only a competition between two football
teams: for organized supporters it is the opportunity for ritual
confrontation between friends and foes, which, under some
circumstances, according to some predictable ritual forms, can
transform itself into physical fighting,

3. A stadium is not only the physical environment for a football
match: for organized supporters it is mainly the frame of the
ritual celebration of the ‘friends/foes’ metaphor.

In this perspective the football ‘war’ is mainly (although not
always) symbolic and theatrical.

Although Roversi states that this approach resembles the work
of Marsh, Harré and Rosser (1978), Dal Lago does not seem to
argue that ‘ritual’ and "real’ violence are mutually exclusive: his
intention is to analyse the context of the behaviour of football fans
in which violence is just one aspect of a wider cultural phenom-
enon. This point of view converges with the anthropological
studies of Bromberger (1990) who states: ‘There are few events
which can be deemed to be “complete social phenomena”, if this
suggests — following Marcel Mauss rather than some of his
commentators - phenomena which in some cases mobilize the
totality of a society and its institutions.’ Bromberger’s fieldwork
in Naples and Turin, focuses on the cultural dimensions of the
phenomenon: symbols, rituals, rhetoric of choruses and chants,
theatrical aspects of the match event and collective identification
are all considered as anthropological issues. The football match is
a sort of religious ritual, and ‘for its symbolic plasticity, its
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102 Entering the Field

of their favourite club were playing.’ Hence, the match between
Germany and Holland, played in Milan, became a sort of derby
between Internazionale and AC Milan.” The semi-final between
Italy and Argentina, played in Naples, split Neapolitan football
fans, undecided between their national side and their city’s
favourite adopted son, Maradona. If the national team prefers to
play in central or southern ltaly, and finds hostility in northern
cities like Turin, Milan or Florence, it is because supporters of these
clubs (and ultras in particular) identify only with players who play
for their club side. They often show contempt toward Italian
players of rival clubs and oppose, with booing and chanting, the
national team during the match. Moreover, if we take into account
the fact that northern club sides are over-represented within Serie
A (the Italian first division), the demand for international football
at a high level is stronger in central and southern Italy, where
spectators are more amenable to supporting the azzurri. Never-
theless, even when the national team plays in southern ltaly, it is
possible to observe giant banners with the symbol and the colours
of the ultras’ local team (and not the national one} adorning the
stadium ends (De Biasi 1993). If we consider the separatist feelings
which have recently found a symbolic space within the northern
football fan sub-cultures (and in the South too: for instance,
Naples ultras used to fly the old American confederate flag), it is
easier to understand how nationalist feelings amongst football
spectators, are now on the wane in the 1990s, and are not, for
instance, comparable to the nationalism of English supporters."

Playing Deep While Being Different

Football is a ‘complete social phenomenon’ which allows foreign
observers to understand the ‘otherness’ of Italian culture, Football,
to the whole country, is a form of ‘deep play’ as in the Balinese
cockfight described by Geertz (1973). From this perspective (see
Armstrong 1994) the behaviour which may seem useless or
irrational to the unconverted owing to their lack of appreciation
of the symbolic extent of the prize at stake, can be undersiood as
a performance of a ritually dramatized self-portrait. Football
fanaticism in Italy is not only about consumption. The actual
relationship between football and economics or politics is not uni-
directional: politics and economics do not invade the playful
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sphere of football any more than football culture floods into the
domains of politics or the economy.

Notes

1. As noted by Caselli (1990: 32), ‘It is hard, in Italy, to make a
deep analysis of the economic structure of the industry of
football because of the lack of official data about sport.” Marzola
(1990) is the only monograph about the football industry.

2. See Ferrarotti and Beha (1983). This definition alludes to the
first article of the Italian Constitution: ‘Italy is a Republic based
on work’.

3. These journals are Gazzetta dello Sport, Tuttosport and Corriere
dello Sport-Stadio. Although they are general sports newspapers,
80 per cent of their coverage is on football.

4. The Hungarian born star of porn films known as Cicciolina
successfully stood for political office in 1987. Elected on behalf
of the Reform Party the actress never missed an opportunity to
disrobe publicly to embarrass interviewers and political
colleagues.

5. The distinction attempts to distinguish the ultras as the younger,
boisterous, fanatical element drawn from a variety of class
backgrounds, from the ‘respectable’ fan whose support is more
sedate, who belongs to officially recognized supporters’ clubs
and tends to have middle-class, white-coliar status. The basic
characteristic of the official supporters’ clubs is their formal
recognition by the favoured football club. Usually, all the
supporters’ clubs linked to the same team are related to a ‘Co-
ordinating Centre’, which is a member of the Italian Federation
of Supporters of Football Clubs (FISSC). In the case of top clubs,
the supporters’ clubs can be situated in towns far from the
location of the favoured team. In such cases, another federation
co-ordinates the supporters’ clubs: for instance, the Italian
Association of Supporters’ Clubs, founded in 1967, comprises
1,340 clubs, eleven of which are located abroad.

6. Moreover for Roversi (1992: 11), ultras groups ‘are usually

formed by youths who share common and unifying cultural




G01

8uproysax wi ‘qnp jupip o pue (81 G661 PrIsaudopy) nouoy
Ufejurew 1o 2103531 0 Aem e aq Aew eqiooy ‘pasodxs Ajanoe
st L1puapr feuoneu urpuysaeg 913YM BUIJE UE paulEUIdI éeq
[12Q3005 “Teaamo] "sanpoyine ueruepiof ayi Aq passarddns uaaq
sey Lnuapi feuoneu uelunsspeg ‘1461 03 0461 JO Iem [IAD ayj uy
1eajap oy Suimojoj uepiof 1 (uoneziue8in uoneiaqtj'al'msa[ed)'
OId 943 adurs Isag ‘uepiof ur Suray ssalnjaz uv:ﬁrqsaied 10§
Aerd 0y awod sey 1feq100J ajo1 feantjod ay) ynoge s Ja;.dt'eqa STUL
‘ure8e 1y8noj Suiaq st 1em nia

Jrse sty ‘Suiderd st jopim vaym ‘Aepo‘i '.I?Ii\ [lAf)q e ;‘qﬁno;ﬁfpi;l}
ut (surerueplof oruya) sueraepiofsiesy, pue suvIUnS3ItRJ 061 U]

/950 333U - s£oq ano jja1, *pangdar ays ‘on. -
950] 0 2Aey am “Buraurm o ssau;dldeq glnltaa;-o‘:, :'.t::f;I p}:f ‘]m:s?:s?):
M0 o sn punual no4 ‘asof nok uaym “zgsr PUe 0/61 ‘2961 ‘;;p(,[ ur
‘sawp Auewr os 3s0] aaey ap "3s0] 04 Bur08 are nof ;1 Aeyd 1aaap :pteé
3Ys "awed e Ajuo sem )t - 1ay pjoj auoydaya; oy uo Zuihn sem a'qg

“UBWOM PO ue woij Jjed suoyd e pasiadas
U 1B} S[[E0a1 O "ydtew e 180f pey ropyipg tapje dures afp ui
3SNOYQNH a3 dpIs)no seoyewo) pue s33a ynim payjad sea oy asuo
MOY siaquuawal s “uepiof ur dures aagnjau URTUNS3{e j8pHa o
1B QNI [[2QI00] 1UPHIM-10 343 JO J0JOAP-3DLA BN} SI W!lle-lCII.“{qOS

uoyonponuj
(lejery dassex) :
AR N0 SBOL JOPIIA -V *20100 o Poy 33 uayar Avp augy,

Wwpoiseng vy

ueprof ur suerurnsajeg
103 T1eqI00 JO 310y TednI[o] Y],

G 1ydey)H

-apdoad aareu i) 0) LMOUNUN 1S SeM
[eqioo) seym £nunod e u ‘dnl) pIIOM $661 843 10 ddualpne
juejroduwl e paIapIsuod al1am S ay) wl sjuerdrumur uerje)|
'saynjewr Aeme je proddns jo aamos juerrodw ue-aie oym
‘peoiqe Suran spuvaGriuulr uerpe)y 10§ 10 ‘S3OUINPNE UOISIAI]B]
10§ UOHEdHHUIPL JO 3N0s v sjuasardar wes) [euoneu ayy, ‘I1
*SIPIS [PUOHBU Yd31i(] 10 UBULIID) 3Y] JO SINOTOD 83 Ut Suissaip
JO HQeY Y3 Ul OS[R 213Mm SBIIJI ,SqN[D [BALL Y] UR[IN DV
‘speatr A nayy woy syaderd sary) pey yoing i pue ‘uepiAl jo
ajeuoizeLdU] wogy staderd sang paurejuod wes) ueuusn sy 01
“wea) [euoneu
3y} 03 IpIS s,qNJ> [[eqI00) ay) s13joxd winipeys oy ut aojedads
aBesaae ay) Inqg ‘siv)roddns Lieurpio 19yjo aajoaur jouued
wiea) [euoljeu 3y jey) andie 0} puajul jou Op | 'Sudin pue sqnd
,siaptoddns jepigo woly yioq ‘s1aroddns paziuedio o} Ing
“Led) [RUOLRU Y} JO aoudtpne AL ap o) Sunsjarjou we | ‘g
"(6861) Ut[[0]) a3
sanaoj ao1jod ueryei] ayy jo Ajpenp RoLIoisty ay jo siskfeue ue
10,] *$aUD 10 sumoy Ja8ief ug Juasaxd axe (2010 A1vIG) O1YIS 1P
BIZIj0 ] DU} S[IYAs ‘Latiiqrivy) Ajuo aaey Ajpeuiou sadejpia jews ‘g
,"910Uap p[MoMm puels A3} UDIYM JOJ SUOLIDE DSOU; Jeym
3jouap jou op aZeSus MOU 2A UDTAM UL SUOLDE ISIY ], (ULIOJ
[eoxopered pue joey Suimofioy aup swnsse saBessaw awel),
myderd ayy urynm “(gg1 :z7z61) uosajeg o) Surplodny - swey
ay) ungim Sunphioas paprodde aq [[im yey) asuas,, Jo adA;
ay) Sununuiia)ap ‘sjusaa ajerpaund jo adeds e punore  aurer;,
e aoeyd, suopenyis [e10s (07 (1961) ueunjon o1 Suiprony 7
| UonIpucd
Teuajew padejurApEsIp pUe UCWILIOD ¥ JO PE3ISUI S[pOoW

p1arg aiy Suraqug ¥01




